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‘Guilty Plea Entered in Military Fraud Case

Ex-Sergeant Who Admits Accepting Bribes Is 3rd Caught in Credit Card Probe

By Baooxz A. Mastens
Washington Post Staff Writer

Bobby Gilchrist, 37, is the sixth
oerson and third Army noncomimis-
sioned officer to be snared in a prcbe
of falsified charges on government
credit cards.

While serving as a support services
supply sergeant for the Joint Chiefs,
Gilchrist canspired with three office
oroducts vendors to sudmit fake bills
‘or services and goods that were nev-
or provided, according to & crimical
nfornation fle at the court. The Dis

trict resident sphit the money the ven-
dors received from the government.

The US atiomey's office esti-
mates that the scheme lasied from
August 1998 to June 2000 and cost
the government $400,000. The in-
vestigation is continuing.

Gichrist’s  attorney,  Pleasant
Broadnax, did nct return a phone call
seeking  comment. Gilchrist faces
maxinum sentences of 15 years for
beibery and 20 years for mosey laun-

Gilchrist also aranged with the
maompamesmckomeohnd,

acknowiedged
that oo Dec. 30, 1998, he received
$7,000 in cash from Noland i1 ex-
change for using his government card
to pay for $10,000 in fake purchases
from her compaay, Direct Office
Products

Noland pleaded guilty last fll to
canmpiracy to defrind the United
States and was semtenced {0 two
years of probation and ardered to pay
$72,500 1 restitution,

To conceal some of the brbery

roney, an official from Proato Proé¢
wcts would write checks on the com
peny’s bank account 0 4 third party,
who was not identified in court docy
mants, and Gichriat would then drive
the third party to the bank to cash the
theck. Gilchrist kept some of the
money and wed the regt to pay of
other government emplogees, accord
ing to court documents.

- The two other Army aoncommis
gioned officers convicted in the
scheme are Jerome Phillips, 46, of
Delaware, who was sentenced in Jan:
ua:ytomeywmdadaymprhon,

dering. He s schedued to be sen-
tenced May 18,
Awordmgtocmrtdocwnents(}i
christ asked for and received bribes
fromemphyaesattwoomceprod\m
companies, Pronto Products and
. He used his govern-
mentaedtcardtomkepurdmses
from the companies and recruited
other employees to do the same. In
exchange, he received kickbacks on

the purcheses,



